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Colonial people; and Great Britain is in the Mediterranean
primarily for strategical and Imperial reasons.
Returning to the Indian Ocean, we come to Ceylon, now
become a Dominion, and farther east lies British Malaya,
the richest unit in the Colonial Empire, with the Singapore
base at its tip, British North Borneo, Brunei and Sarawak
on the great island of Borneo, and Hong Kong off the coast
of China. There remain the island groups in the Pacific, Fiji
and the Western Pacific- High Commission, comprising the
British Solomons, Gilbert and EUice groups, Tonga, Nauru
(Empire mandate), the New Hebrides (an Anglo-French
condominium), Mauritius and the Seychelles in the Indian
Ocean, St. Helena and Ascension in mid-Atlantic, the Falk-
land Islands and their dependencies stretching from the tip
of South America to the South Pole, and such isolated out-
posts as "the loneliest islands," Pitcairn in the Pacific and
Tristan da Cunha in the Atlantic.
Thus we have made a circuit of the Colonial Empire.
The broad distinction between it and the Commonwealth
is that the latter is self-governing, and the former on the
whole non-self-governing, though even here some qualifi-
cation is necessary, for while ranking first among the Crown
Colonies, Ceylon is now completely self-governing, and some
of the West Indian islands have legislatures dating from
the seventeenth century. The Dominions, moreover, are
primarily white European communities, though South Africa
has a large native population, while the Colonial Empire,
except in the Mediterranean, is composed mainly of non-
European races.
Ultimate responsibility for the government of the Colonial
Empire rests with the Colonial Office in London, which is
thus an impemm in imperio. The political head of the
Colonial Office is the Secretary of State for the Colonies,
who is a Cabinet Minister. The Cabinet is responsible to